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Cuando altos funciaonarios de \Venezuela citan a la encuestadora

North American Opinion Research Inc.

North American Opinion Research (NAOR), la predilecta del

gobierno de Hugo Chéavez, advierten con cierto orgullo que se
trata de una empresa de Estados Unidos, lo que aparentemente
le otorga a la firma un toque de independencia y seriedad.

Sin embargo, en la direccidn que aparece registrada como sede
principal de NAOR en Estados Unidos, al sureste de Miami,
funciona una oficina de contadores donde ni siquiera se ha oido
hablar de la empresa.

Al momento de su inscripcidn en los registros corporativos de la
Florida en marzo del 2004, en esa direccion --1549 NE 123 St.--
funcionaba un centro médico, segun una recepcionista del local
donde ahora esta la oficina de contadores certificados.

Uno de los contadores, quien se identificod como Jacobo Nae,
dijo a EI Nuevo Herald que no tenia idea de qué es NAOR
aunqgue advirtié que una de las funciones de la firma es crear
decenas de empresas cada mes.

El Nuevo Herald pudo constatar el viernes de la semana pasada
que en las oficinas del 1549 NE 123 St. de Miami, direccion
principal de la empresa, no hay analistas, estadisticos,
encuestadores ni encuestas. Solo se encontraban clientes que
buscaban asesoria para presentar sus declaraciones de
impuestos.

La empresa ha sido cuestionada en VVenezuela por lo que sus
criticos consideran una clara tendencia a favorecer al gobierno y
resultados inconsistentes.

Carlos Sanchez, gerente de operaciones y vocero de NAOR en
Caracas dijo a EI Nuevo Herald que no estaba enterado de que
la sede de la firma en Estados Unidos es una oficina de
contadores.

"Yo manejo la parte de América Latina", afirmd Sanchez. “"No
puedo responder por Estados Unidos".

El jueves, Sanchez ofrecid poner en contacto a un reportero de
este diario con los administradores de la empresa en Estados
Unidos pero El Nuevo Herald no recibi6 ninguna llamada al
respecto.

By KA

05.03.06 | On Feb. 18th 2006 Vcrisis.com published an
interesting investigation on the Venezuelan governments
favorite polling agency North American Opinion Research.
In this investigation it was discovered that the company is
in fact registered in Florida, not Delaware or Pennsylvania.
In addition, it was discovered that it shares the same office
and phone number as PetroTulsa, a company which has its
main office in Caracas but a branch in Florida.

North American Opinion Research
Alirio Valbuena - President
Kaysa - Makarem - Secretary

PetroTulsa
Julio Makaren - President
Kaysa Makarem - Secretary

As a side note NAOR accurately reported the outcome of
the recall referendum in 2004 (contrary to all other polling
agencies). Moreover, its current poll suggests that 66% of
Venezuelans will vote for Chavez in the 2006 presidential
elections. Coincidentally this is about the 10 million votes
Chavez says he will get (66% times ~14.5 million
registered voters = 9.57 million; but remember the CNE
plans on increasing the number of registered voters by 2.2
million by then). Again these poll numbers are contrary to
some of the most respected poll numbers and even results
for the national assembly elections which showed an
abstention rate above 75%.

Looking on PetroTulsa's web site they list the following
companies as their associates:

Technical Well Services Inc.

Vatra Environmental Inc.

SCC Environmental

Plantas Mdviles de Tratamiento del Lodos de Perforacion

Out of curiosity I decided I would look for these companies
in Florida. Interestingly enough this is what I found:

Vatra Environment Inc.

Julio Makarem - Secretary, Director, VP, and President
Monica Grijalba - President

Ricardo Valbuena - Director
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De acuerdo con los registros corporativos de la Florida, el
presidente de NAOR es Alirio Valbuena y la secretaria de la
empresa Kaysa Makarem. De acuerdo con varios articulos de
prensa, el propio Sanchez, el presidente Chavez y otros
funcionarios del gobierno enfantizan que "es una empresa
norteamericana” cuando quieren destacar su independencia.

En el Perd, la firma también ha dado a conocer controversiales
sondeos favorables al candidato presidencial nacionalista
Ollanta Humala, admirador de Chavez.

Esta no es la primera vez que se pone en duda la seriedad e
independencia de NAOR. Investigadores académicos de la
Universidad Central de Venezuela y el reportero britanico
Aleksander Boyd han agregado cuestionamientos similares.

Recientemente, Boyd hallé que en la misma oficina donde
opera NAOR en Miami y en Caracas, también esta ubicada la
sede de Petrotulsa, una firma que ha sido favorecida por la
estatal Petréleos de Venezuela PDVSA con contratos y
proyectos.

En su sitio en internet Petrotulsa menciona como actividades de
la empresa la limpieza de pozos petroleros para PDVSA en los
campos Bares y Melones del Estado Anzoategui

Las publicacidn especializada Oilgram News inform6 en 2002
que, junto con Asea Brown, Petrotulsa propuso al ministerio de
Energia de Venezuela un proyecto de $2,000 millones para la
construccion de una nueva refineria en Venezuela con
capacidad de 130,000 barriles diarios.

El anuncio fue hecho por Ricardo Valbuena quien se presentd
como presidente de Petrotulsa. La refineria no ha sido
construida.

Séanchez respondid que no considera que exista un conflicto de
intereses que ponga en riesgo la independencia de la
encuestadora por el hecho de que en la misma oficina opere una
empresa petrolera favorecida con contratos por el gobierno 'y
gue entre sus directivos haya una relacién familiar.

"Si tuviéramos algo malo, nos estuviéramos escondiendo y no
nos estamos escondiendo”, dijo Sanchez.

El gerente se neg6 a revelar quiénes son los propietarios de la
encuestadora y los miembros de la junta directiva.

En los archivos corporativos de la Florida, Petrotulsa registré
como presidente a Julio Makarem y como secretaria a Kaysa
Makarem. Kaysa es también secretaria de NAOR. La direccién
de la empresa petrolera en Estados Unidos es la misma de
NAOR en Miami.

Tal y como lo informé EI Nuevo Herald en 2002, Petrotulsa fue
registrada como contribuyente de la campafia de Chavez segin

Industrial Equipment Supply Inc.
Kaysa B. Makarem - President, and Director

Vatra Cintec Inc. (formerly known as Vatra Sintec
Inc.)

Julio Makarem - President, and Director

Layla Makarem - Secretary, and Director

Do Note that Petrotulsa, NAOR, Vatra Cintec, and Industrial
Equipment Supply all share the same address of 1549 NE
123Rd Street North Miami, FL 33181. While Vatra
Environment Inc. has the address of 2525 Eagle Run Dr.
Weston, FL 33327.

Addendum

The question then becomes, why do these companies have
interrelated board members and some with the same
address? Moreover, why don't the above mentioned
companies have a web site or even results in a google
search (excluding PetroTulsa).

In the article published by Vcrisis it was stated that the
Makarem family have been involved in drug trafficking and
arms smuggling. It was also stated that Julio Makaren and
Juan Carlos Escotet, owner of the Banesco bank, continue
in partnership in different ventures. If this is the case then,
what are the links between the two if any? Looking in the
business registry again in Florida, it was found that Escotet
recently expanded the bank he heads into Florida with the
approval of the FDIC to open a BBU bank.

Curiously back in 2003 Juan C. Escotet was reported to
have said that military deposits account for around 10% of
the bank's total deposits.. However, I nor anyone else apart
from Escotet and few others, really knows the current
actual figure especially after the revelation of huge
corruption scandals involving military officials. But I would
bet money on the fact that this number is a lot more now
than 10%.

Therefore, it is no secret that the banks in Venezuela are
making a lot of money in the Bolibanana Revolution,
including the buying and selling of Argentinean bonds. So
are some banks in cahoots with less than law abiding
individuals, as members of the Makarem family are
reported to be, and the military? Is this a symbiotic
relationship to keep Chavez in power by all means
necessary even by creating fake polling agencies, such as
NAOR, so that both can siphon money out of Venezuela,
where one group does it more "legally" than the other?
Personally I find all these facts much more than mere
coincidences.

Note: There is also a company headed by a Nidal Makarem
called NM Services, INC. I am unsure whether this
Makarem is related to those mentioned above. Perhaps
someone could consult the Maisanta list on this one.

Addendum

It was brought to my attention that the president of Vatra
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los aportes declarados por el Movimiento Quinta Republica en
el periodo de agosto a diciembre de 1998.

Una de las encuestas mas recientes de NOAR (febrero) atribuye
a Hugo Chavez el 66 por ciento de la intencién del voto
ciudadano para las elecciones presidenciales de fin de afio. Pero
quizas el mas criticado de los sondeos es el que pronostico el 3
de noviembre de 2005 que la abstencién para la eleccion de
diputados y gobernadores no pasaria de 13 por ciento. La
abstencion fue de mas de 74 por ciento.

Sanchez explico que la lluvia el dia de la eleccion y el retiro de
la oposicién, fueron factores impronosticables que
distorsionaron el resultado.

"Nosotros somos la Unica encuestadora que sube a los cerros",
indicé Sanchez.

Un grupo de académicos liderados por el profesor Manuel
Rodriguez Mena, ex decano de la Facultad de Ciencias
Econdmicas y Sociales de la oficial Universidad Central de
Venezuela, ha seguido de cerca las actividades de NOAR para
un proyecto de investigacién titulado Manipulacion de la
expresion social venezolana, periodo 2004-2005.

En un informe preliminar, y tras revisar los resultados de la
encuesta sobre abstencionismo y otras inconsistencias, el
estudio plantea las posibilidades de que se trate de una "empresa
incompetente" o que "~"la empresa manipula la expresion de la
opinion publica”.

"Una de las peores agresiones que se puede hacer a una
sociedad", expres6 Rodriguez Mena, ““es manipularle su
expresion social. Tengo la impresion de que ésta no es una
encuestadora sino una desencuestadora”.

Cintec Inc. a Matteo Pasquale and the VP/administrator a
Antonio (Tony) Cinquino have a criminal records (note this
Vatra Cintec was registered in Canada) you can read more
here and here:

Matteo Pasquale has no prior criminal history but has
relations with Mike Strizzi Italian organized crime.

Antonio (Tony) Cinquino has close connection to organized
crime and has been charged with trying to import drugs in
Canada, in 1990 with drug possession by the FBI, and
again in 1994, and has ties to Italian organized crime (Mike
Strizzi). What's more, an alumni newsletter of the Law
faculty of McGill university in Montreal indicated the
following in 1999 "Franco Pacetti, BCL/LLB ‘89, has left
Ogilvy Renault to become vice-president (Latin America and
Caribbean) for Vatra-Cintec Inc., an environmental
engineering and consulting firm. He lives in Venezuela and
Barbados." (sic). Pacetti has been quoted as related with a
scam worth more than €60 million in Romania. The
Romanian Centre for Investigative Journalism has a most
interesting entry on the Franco Pacetti: "The Pacetti
Connection Our investigation got out to light several
connections of the Cianciminos in Romania with Italians
involved in international scandals, accused of relationships
with Casa Nostra. We're talking about the Romanian
company LFG, owned by Ecorec, controlled by the Pileri
brothers, and co-associated with an offshore company from
the Barbados Islands . LFG is managed by Franco Pacetti.
The activity object is the production of industrial gas.
Pacetti has also founded another company in Romania ,
Cindesol, who tried to take control of the Glina waste park
before the Pileri brothers. Moreover, Cindesol is associated
with Eco Gold Invest, a sanitation company active in
Mangalia. Cindesol and Pacetti have several things in
common. The company is registered at the same address in
Barbados as the company CINTEC, where Pacetti is
secretary-administrator. The name of Pacetti and CINTEC
appeared in several investigative articles in San Salvador .
The journalists from “El Diario de Hoy"” discovered that
behind the business with waste recycling in San Salvador
by CINTEC there were Casa Nostra families from Canada
and the United States . Alongside Pacetti, the name of
Matteo Pasquale was also mentioned, the latter being also
associated with Cindesol from Romania and the president of
CINTEC in San Salvador . Pacetti's connections through
CINTEC lead to persons convicted for drugs traffic and to
groups involved in international drugs traffic - the Bonanos
from New York and the Cinquinos from Canada." Pacetti has
had issues with the Venezuelan justice.

In addition I was informed on this about Petrotulsa which
was published by TalCual in 2000.

Translation:

In the Credival Tower, in the offices where the newspaper
Critica worked, now operates the Cooperative Association
Petrotulsa, that is directed by Julio Makaren, ex- proprietor
of the now missing zuliano newspaper, and Ricardo
Valbuena, a man who was tie to the Bank of the Workers of
Venezuela, BTV, and to its intervention. The two people are
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related to the businesses of the past [pre-Chavez] but they
have known how to disguise themselves under the
revolutionary rules.... By El Rosal [where Petrotulsa is
located] they say that high ranking officials of the regime
[Chavez govt.] are frequent visitors. They mention Luis
Miquilena, Eduardo Semtei, Pablo Medina, the son of the
minister of Energy. And more.

So based on this info. I think we can now see how Julio
Makaren and Juan C. Escotet might have be associates or
at least friends. Makaren has ties to the bank of the
Workers of Venezuela and Escotet to Banesco. I guess
being rich in the revolution isn't that bad.



